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We are thrilled
to announce that
Stephanie Tighe
has been appointed as our
new Family Liaison Manager. The
new role (courte
sy of funding from
Lloyd’s Bank Fou
ndation) is specifically to support
families through the difficulties associated with transition from child to
adult services. As well as providing
psycho-social support to parents during sessions, Stephanie will help parents prepare for re-assessment, further education and respite. Stephanie has been with BOSP for six years.
Both her experience as a Senior Support Worker and the responsibility of
allocating children with appropriate
key workers at sessions makes her
best placed to know and understand
BOSP’s families’ needs throughout
transition. If you would like support,
please call The BOSP Office on 01277
624300.
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Chill Zone
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Chill Zone is our Out & About
Club for young people 18+. This
club aims to promote independence through decision making,
social skills and travel. BOSP families tell us there is a large gap in
the special needs sector for teenagers/young adults in the provision of social interaction, life-skills
and respite care as many social
opportunities with peers finish
once a young person leaves school
or college. Chill Zone hopes to
bridge this gap by providing fully
supported fun activities to venues
such as the theatre, nightclubs,
festivals, steam train rides and
such like for less than the price of
one-to-one care within the home.
Please see the BOSP website for
more details.
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Super Hero Day 2016
Earlier in February we held our
Super Hero day at Saturday Club
where the children had the
opportunity to not only meet
their super heroes but come
dressed as one too! There were
lots of fun and games as well as
Super Hero face painting on
offer. Children played with and
moved amongst characters such
as Iron Man, Spiderman, Cara
and Black Widow. Their communication with the children
was wonderful and we witnessed significant changes in
some children's’ social interactions. Thank you to everyone
who participated, especially the
staff from South Essex Halifax
PLC for their help, support and
brilliant super hero costumes.

Mini-Bus
BOSP
Anniversary Ball
25 years
(See page 3)

BOSP’s Afternoon Tea
Thank you to the following
organisations for their kind
donation of raffle prizes:

We are extremely thrilled to
finally have our fantastic minibus, complete with wheelchair
access! Huge ‘thanks’ goes to
everyone involved in helping us
raise funds for our new mode
of transport, including The
Billericay Round Table, The
Rotary Club of Billericay
Mayflower and the Billericay
Lions. We were overwhelmed
by the support you all showed
us...we had no idea so many of
you were that good at running
in mud and eating cake!!

UPR Scaffolding; Brentwood
Garden Centre; Essensuals,
Billericay; Fresh Spa, Billericay
and Reids, Billericay
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Thank you to
Louise & Gibsy
Harrison
Solicitors for
their kind
support and
donation of
£250

Massive ‘thanks’ to all the lovely
ladies at ‘Beautiful Things Sewing and Craft Centre’ in Brentwood for making our wonderful
bright yellow Travelling Stars for
the second year running. Once
again our fun-seeking, holidayhungry stars can be purchased
via The BOSP Office with all
proceeds going towards running
BOSP’s services. See our website for more details of our
competition!

Huge congratulations and thanks
to Colette for running the Paris
Half Marathon recently on behalf
of BOSP. So far she’s raised over
£600...go Colette!!

Thank you to the
staff at Ford Credit
Europe for donating
part of their last
hours pay of 2015 to
BOSP...you raised an
amazing £353!!

Thank you to Diane
Hurley and Barclays
Bank for their kind
support of £522.30

Thank you to Hilary and Old
Mutual Global Investors for
their kind support of £250!

Huge thanks to the Cabinet Office and the
Big Lottery for their recognition of BOSP’s
work and their generous support of our
Sustainability Business Plan. A very exciting future for BOSP lays ahead!

AFTERNOON TEA
A fantastic £1,301 was
raised at our Afternoon Tea
on Saturday 12th March at
Reids, Billericay.
A big “Thanks” to Maxine
Dewis and everyone who
supported us.

Brentwood ‘Fun
Run’ runners JohnMichael & his dad Gel
Kelly raised over £200
for BOSP.

Big thanks to John, staff and
customers at Main Road Garage,
Billericay for their continued
Thank you so much!
generosity and helping BOSP
purchase new sensory equipment We’re very grateful to Basildon Council
for our clubs!
for their support towards the Big BOSP
Youth Club. Their recent grant of £1,799
Instead of presents at their joint
from the Basildon Community
60th and 80th birthday party our
Investment Fund will make a huge
great supporters Fay and Alan
difference, thank you!
Nevett-Moore raised £475 for
BOSP. That’s fantastic!!
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” &
Thank You!!

Thank you to St Peter’s
Church, South Weald for
their generous cheque
for £330

A big shout out and thank you to Aswan
Dance for their continued support and
their fantastic donation of £500 to BOSP!

Thank you to The Billericay Lions for
kindly sponsoring the film and
refreshments at a free exclusive viewing
for BOSP families on 28th February and
to the kind volunteers at Billericay
Cinema. Proving to be a big hit, the
Billericay Community Cinema is a great
opportunity for families to spend time
together, maybe even experience seeing
a movie on the big screen for the first

time. Many BOSP parents commented
positively on the “relaxed and accepting”
environment of the cinema, held in
Billericay library. What a lovely morning
everyone had!

Dates for your Diary!
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Sunday 24th April

London Marathon - Come along and help BOSP show our support to Karen Lewis as she takes on
this massive challenge. This is Karen’s first London Marathon and we wish her the best of luck in
both in her training and in completing the race. You can sponsor Karen quickly and safely at
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/KarenLewis8

28th to 30th April

Ingatestone Musical & Operetta Group - The Mikado - Has chosen BOSP as its charity for their
showing of The Mikado. Please visit their website at www.imorg.org.uk for ticket details.

Sat 30th April /1st May

Abseil for Charity - Do you have a head for heights, or perhaps you haven’t but would like to
conquer your fear? Please call us on 01277 624300 for more details of how you can abseil for BOSP.

Saturday 14th May

Nuclear Mud Races (6km) - Please Join us once again for this gritty, funny, muddy and tough race
through Brentwood Countryside or perhaps show your support for the BOSP Stars Team; Joe, Kevin,
Aaron, Nir, Gabriel & Michael, by visiting http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/BOSPStars

Sunday 22nd May

Billericay Fun Walk - Why not join the sponsored walk or help us on our tombola stall. There is a
wheelchair and toddler friendly walk or a longer 5K route. Please contact BOSP for more
information on how you can join in the fun and help us raise vital funds for BOSP.

Saturday 23rd July

Basildon & Pitsea Carnival - Please come along and support the BOSP stall at the carnival between
11.30 am to 6pm. If you or your young person would like to help run the stall or carry a donation
bucket please get in touch with The BOSP Office on 01277 624300.

Sat 10th Sept

BOSP’s 25th Anniversary Charity Ball - Three Rivers Country Club (20 minutes from Billericay)
Please help us celebrate BOSP’s longevity and the essential support we have provided for 25
years in the community, by joining us for a fun and glamorous evening at this beautiful venue. £40
per ticket to include: Prosecco drinks reception with live music from Saxophonist, Danielle
Hemmings; delicious 3 course meal; tea, coffee & mints, followed by live singer Sophia James and
dancing. Dress code: Smart Evening or Black Tie. Round tables can be for either 6, 8 or 10 people
Bring your partner, friends, family or why not make it a girls night out! £10 deposit pp to reserve
your place. Please call The BOSP Office on 01277 624300 to reserve or to purchase tickets.
We’re collecting items for our forthcoming tombola stalls. If you have any chocolate, sweets, toiletries or
unwanted gifts please drop in to The BOSP Office in Billericay High Street, or one of our sessions.

Fundraising Ideas - Q to S (can you help?)
If you would like to help us raise much needed funds, here are some more ways to get involved. Some are on a small scale
that you can do at home with friends and family and some are on a larger scale, if you have the time and energy!
In each newsletter we will publish more suggestions from our A-Z list of Fundraising ideas!
Quiz Nights – Organise a quiz in your local hall. A lot of halls can be hired for free or for a very low cost if for charity.
Include a raffle if possible. You could donate chocolate to the winning table and lemons to the last team.
Recycling for BOSP - Donate your old mobile phones to raise funds for BOSP. Just drop them into The BOSP Office and
we will do the rest.
Running – Ever fancied the local half marathons? Perhaps get your running club to hold a sponsored race for BOSP, or
you could take part in the local annual Brentwood 10K run.
Swear-Box – Place boxes around your office or home. Put in some silver every time someone slips up.
Support BOSP When You Shop Online - If you shop online, you can raise money for BOSP at no extra cost to you!
BOSP has registered with www.givingabit.com which is partnered with over 1,200 shops (including Sainsbury's,
Amazon, John Lewis and many more) who will pay us a donation every time a purchase is made. All you need to do is
go to www.givingabit.com and sign up, click on 'find a charity or community', choose BOSP and start shopping!
We can assist you with leaflets, flyers or words of introduction to help you with your idea, as well as provide you with
sponsorship forms and assistance in setting up your own free fundraising page with Virgin Money Giving
Call Jodie, our Fundraising Officer on 01277 624300 or email us at fundraising@bosp.co.uk for more
information or for the complete A-Z list of Fundraising Ideas

Thank you for your support!

Activities & Services

Newsletter

The BOSP Office, Union House, Suite 2C, 117 High Street, Billericay, Essex CM12 9AH
Telephone: 01277 624300 Email: enquiries@bosp.co.uk Website: www.bosp.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1107392 Company No. 5284004
Brighter Opportunities through Supported Play is a registered charity (1107392) which offers support to families by
providing short break care for their children and young people with learning and physical disabilities
BOSP offers regular clubs at evenings, weekends and school holidays providing fun and exciting activities with social
opportunities for children and young people with disabilities aged 4 years and upwards. BOSP aims to develop the
children and young people’s independence, self-esteem and social skills in a supportive environment. BOSP has a high
staff ratio so that medical and behavioural needs can be met.
BOSP services are open to all children and young people with any disability. If you would like further information on BOSP
services please telephone 01277 624300, email: enquiries@bosp.co.uk or visit our website: www.bosp.co.uk
BOSP SATURDAY CLUB: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at The Pioneer School, Basildon
The BOSP Saturday Club is run out of the Pioneer School in Basildon with all its fantastic facilities. Each Saturday every child
and young person attending has the opportunity to go swimming in the hydrotherapy pool where our trained lifeguards, for
the disabled, ensure that the environment caters for the individuals with music and lighting. The interactive soft play room
and the adventure playground are extremely popular with our more active children who enjoy burning off excess energy with
their Support Workers. BOSP also hires highly qualified outside trainers to provide therapeutic trampolining and sports
coaching. The children and young people have the opportunity to try their hand at cooking, arts and crafts and messy play.
BOSP LET’S GO CLUB: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) Out & About and at The Pioneer School, Basildon
‘Let’s Go’ is aimed at young people aged 11+ to facilitate the transition between the security of the Pioneer School, Out &
About activities and Chill Zone. The Pioneer School lies within close reach of the Festival Leisure Park and Basildon Town
Centre, both of which provide greater opportunities to encourage independence and life skills in the local community while
supporting the young person’s personal development. The group spend the morning enjoying social activities such as
bowling, climbing wall or the cinema. This allows the young people to practise life skills, such as handling money, turn taking
or road safety. The youngsters return to the Pioneer School for the afternoon session where they can enjoy other activities
and catch up with their friends.
BIG BOSP CLUB: Thursdays 6.30pm to 9.00pm (2.5 hours) in Billericay
Big BOSP is our transition Youth Club aimed at young people aged 11+. The club runs on Thursday evenings in Billericay. The
relaxed atmosphere allows the young people to meet and socialise with their friends. The staff who work alongside the
young people are regarded more as peers than carers which helps to foster the young people’s social and communication
skills. There are a range of activities on offer, such as snooker, karaoke, computers, cooking and running their own tuck shop.
The young people are encouraged to develop their independence and communication skills by choosing and ordering food
and snacks to share together. They even have to do the washing up!
BOSP YOUTH CLUBS: Tuesday 6.30pm to 9.00pm in Brentwood & Wednesday 7.15pm to 9.45pm in Basildon (2.5 hours)
The BOSP Youth Clubs are aimed at young people aged 13+. The clubs run weekly during term time. These sessions are
supported by BOSP staff and volunteers, providing opportunities for young people to mix with their peers and develop
friendships. There are different themed activities each week alongside regular activities such as pool, craft and quizzes.
CHILL ZONE: Saturdays and Sundays at various times and venues.
Chill Zone is our Out & About activities for young people 18+ aimed at promoting independence through decision making,
social skills and travel. Activities include Adventure Island, days out to London, bowling, theatre trips, clubbing and meals out
in restaurants. The young people will often make use of public transport, while fully supported by BOSP staff. The young
people are encouraged to be as independent as they can possibly be.
BOSP HOLIDAY CLUB/OUT & ABOUT: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at The Pioneer School/various venues
In order to provide our children and young people with the consistency they need, we use the Pioneer School as our base for
our Holiday Clubs and Out & About trips (pick up and collection points may vary depending on the outing). BOSP aims to
provide a wide range of stimulating activities during the holiday periods. This is achieved by bringing in experts from
different fields to deliver diverse and exciting activities while maintaining our usual Saturday Club favourites such as arts &
crafts, swimming, cooking and sports. Recent special events at sessions include dance workshops, pet therapy, puppet
shows, football coaching and many more. Outings have include Natural History Museum, Colchester Zoo, Fire Station and
Tropical Wings.

Visit our website at www.bosp.co.uk where you can find timetables and costs for all of our sessions!

