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What a great Easter!
INSIDE THIS
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Easter feedback
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Wow, BOSP delivered 647 hours of meaningful
respite (120 places) away from the home for children and young people with disabilities and lifelimiting conditions, and that’s just over Easter! A
big thank you to all of our Playworkers, BOSP
staff, our funders and community supporters who
made this possible.
Just some of the parental feedback received:

How can you
help?
Community
Support

1

2

Activities &
2
Fundraising dates
for your diary

Activities &
Services

4

BOSP are members of
the Essex Lottery have you signed up
yet?
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through
Supported
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Our thanks
to the
Pioneer
School for
their
continued
support

"BOSP has terrific structure, not just toys in a hall.
These clubs are vital for our survival. If it went, I
don't know how I would cope"
“Paying a Personal Assistant (PA) is not a sociable
thing for my child - he has a PA all day at school.
He needs to be with others in a group, like at
BOSP”
“Thank you for all you do to enhance not just our
children’s lives, but ours too - we love BOSP xxx”

How you can help to keep our small
independent charity going!
We often hear people say that there is always
funding and help for children and young people
with disabilities, but the reality is there isn’t,
hence the need for BOSP. BOSP was originally a
parent support group which was started in 1991.
In 1993 BOSP became a registered charity and
2009 saw BOSP registered with Ofsted, enabling
the care of children under 8 years of age. In
2013/14 BOSP was awarded the highest Ofsted
status of ’Outstanding’ and is renowned for the
high quality provisions it provides to over 140
local families.
Most government funding is directed at one-toone care in the home for the young child, but
families tell us time and time again this is not
what they want—it is too isolating for the child;
they need to mix with others, and the parent and
siblings sometimes just need a rest in their own
home, to have a peaceful shower, or to catch up
on much needed sleep, without having a stranger
coming into their home.
However, we at BOSP do things differently and
believe the child or young person has the right to
have fun away from the family home with peers
whilst learning new skills which will enable them
to become as independent as possible. This
meaningful time away from home then also gives
the rest of the family a much needed rest, so they
are able to carry on their role of caring.
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Unfortunately, this also means as a self-funded
charity, that we have to rely on charitable trusts
and the community to provide us with the
funds to do this work. We need an income of
over £300,000 to deliver our current services,
so your help, big or small is very much
appreciated.
Today BOSP comprises of 8 office staff and over
45 specialist sessional Playworkers, who are
experienced in supporting complex health
needs, challenging behaviours and non-verbal
communication.
Like other charities, we are currently operating
in a very tough environment; to deliver
effective and sustainable solutions, yet being
faced with ever increasing changes in legislation, data protection, safeguarding, HR recruitment, risk assessing and training, which are
essential if we are to be accountable. All of
which puts small charities such as ours under
additional pressure.
So, how can you help?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Volunteer on a fundraising stall for a couple
of hours
Take part in a sponsored event on behalf of
BOSP
Donate unwanted gifts new toiletries or
toys to our tombola stalls & raffles
Attend a BOSP Fundraising event (see page
3 of this newsletter for our latest dates)
Download BOSP’s A-Z of Fundraising Ideas
from our website and do your own event
Make a one off or monthly donation
Business/Corporate Support - do you or a
family member work for a company that
has a social committee or a CSR Policy
(Corporate Social Responsibility) - do they
want to support smaller charities this year?
BOSP currently works with a number of
London and National based corporations Could BOSP help your company fulfil their
CSR?
Become a BOSP Trustee

For more information on how you can help us
to help more families, please call
The BOSP Office on
01277 624300.

Thank you!
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Thanks To Our Most Recent Supporters
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Thanks to the Billericay
Lions and Billericay
Community Cinema, we
had a fabulous time at the
BOSP exclusive Cinema
Day.
Huge thanks to our friends at the
Billericay Round Table for their
help with our Out & About clubs
in the community, designed to
develop life skills such as travel,
communication, money handling
and decision making.

Bennetts has chosen BOSP as their
From ‘Chocolate for
Charity
of the Year for 2018. Our big
Donations’ in their
thanks
go to this family company
Rayleigh store which
who really invest in their
raised over £200 and now
community,
through counselling
a £250 cheque from Head
support,
sponsorship
and building
Office – thank you!
awareness of local services.

The Business Association, otherwise known as
Basildon TBA kindly presented BOSP with a cheque for
£300 towards our services.

Once again friends at
the Billericay Lawn
Tennis Club have
supported BOSP and
raised £600! This is so
appreciated by us all.
Well done Co-op, Stock Road Store,
Billericay, for choosing BOSP as
their 2018 Charity of the Year.
From bucket collections, raffles and
help with BOSP’s own fundraising
events, the team are really going all
out to help us!

Big thank you to all at the
SorCon Board Game
convention in Basildon who
raised a wonderful £800 for
BOSP.

Thank you FJG Solicitors, Billericay for your
kind donation of £500 towards BOSP services.

A big thank you to
Debbie at Fitness@
Pilates & Yoga
Studio, Hutton for
putting on a
wonderful afternoon tea for BOSP and
Mencap, raising a wonderful £200 for
BOSP!
Thank you to Gary at the Billericay Baptist
Church along with Billericay Town Council and
the congregation at the Annual Civic Service, for
their warm welcome when BOSP gave a
presentation and their subsequent donation of
£214.87.

Big shout out and huge thank you to Mark who took part in the
London Marathon on Sunday for the first time, raising just under
£1200 for BOSP. If you would still like to support Mark, please visit his
page at: uk.virginmoneygiving.com/MarkQuinlivan

Activities & Fundraising dates for your Diary!
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BOSP relies on fundraising in order to provide its services, so for more information on
any of the events below or if you would like to arrange your own fundraiser, please
contact The BOSP Office on 01277 624300...we’d love to hear from you!
16th June 2018 - Brentwood Strawberry Fair
Join us once again at this wonderful and fun event. There is so much going on, with dancing, music and entertainment for
the whole family. BOSP will be holding its tombola stall once again, so please visit us if you can or come along and help for a
few hours in the day. A big thank you to our friends at Bennett’s Funerals who are sponsoring this event for us.
21st June 2018 - Ascot Ladies Day, Greenwoods, Stock
The renowned annual Ascot Ladies day held at Greenwoods will be raising vital funds for BOSP this year.
Why not join us for this whole day event which includes; reception drink & gourmet buffet, followed by
afternoon tea, entertainment and live coverage of the races throughout! Tickets £69 11.30am to 6.00pm.
30th June 2018 - BOSP Summer Ball/Party – The Rayleigh Club
Join us once again in celebration of BOSP’s work and to help raise funds for our services. If the event two
year’s ago was anything to go by, nobody will want to leave and the dance floor will be packed from the first
song. Tickets are just £45 (£10 deposit per person to hold your place). The tickets include a
reception drink, 3 course meal, coffee and petit fours along with music and dancing. Tables will be for 8
or 10 people. Dress code is evening or black tie – whatever you feel more comfortable in. Don’t worry
if you have not got 8 or 10 guests, there are plenty of people who would like to make up a table.
8th July 2018 - Summerfest, Billericay Sun Corner
Please join BOSP and the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower for another family fun day on Sun Corner.
BOSP will be holding its renowned Tombola stall. So, if you can help for a couple of hours on the day,
would like to donate prizes or can pop along to visit our stall we would be most grateful.
2nd September 2018 - Billericay Fun Walk
Join BOSP once again at this great family fundraiser. Choice of 3 walks. Wheelchair and pram accessible and dog friendly - it
really is one for all the family. Alternatively, you may wish to help on our stall.
15th September 2018 - Sparkling Lunch Harry’s Bar
So successful was last year’s event, we have planned in another already for 2018. Two course meal and a glass
of fizz – what a wonderful way to spend Saturday afternoon with friends or family.
17th November 2018 - Bicester Shopping Village Trip - 8.00am to 5.30pm
Travelling by coach from Billericay to Bicester to visit Oxford’s famous designer outlet shopping village – a great
way to start your Christmas shopping or to treat yourself (with a glass of fizz to celebrate your shopping success on the way
home). £20 per person including a 10% discount voucher booklet to use around the village.
2nd December 2018 - Billericay Christmas Market
Come join our stall for a really fun and festive family day out. We’d love some help on the day or if you can provide a
tombola prize, we would be most grateful.
Please join up for the Essex Lottery and help raise vital funds for BOSP, whilst being in with a
chance of a win for yourself - from just £1 a week. Log onto
https://www.essexlottery.co.uk/support/bosp-brighter-opportunities-through-supported-

Appeals/Requests
Can you help? We need you!
Do you have time and are able to provide
printing for free in return for advertising
on our leaflets and social media?
If so please contact The BOSP Office on
01277 624300. Thank you!

Tombola, Prize Draw or Raffle Gifts
Here at BOSP we are always willing to take any
unwanted, unused items/gifts off your hands
for our tombola stalls and raffles. Please call
The BOSP Office on 01277 624300 to find out
the best way to get them to us...many thanks!

Activities & Services
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The BOSP Office, Union House, Suite 2C, 117 High Street, Billericay, Essex CM12 9AH
Telephone: 01277 624300 Email: enquiries@bosp.co.uk Website: www.bosp.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1107392 Company No. 5284004
Brighter Opportunities through Supported Play is a registered charity (1107392) which offers support to families by
providing short break care for their children and young people with learning and physical disabilities
BOSP offers regular structured clubs at evenings, weekends and school holidays providing fun and exciting activities with
social opportunities for children and young people with disabilities aged 4 years and upwards. BOSP aims to develop the
children and young people’s independence, self-esteem and social skills. BOSP’s developmental clubs have a high ratio of
experienced staff, enabling us to support children and young people with mild or more complex disabilities, including those
with medical needs, limited communication or challenging behaviour.
If you would like further information on BOSP services please telephone 01277 624300, email: enquiries@bosp.co.uk or visit
our website: www.bosp.co.uk
BOSP SATURDAY CLUB: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at the Pioneer School, Basildon
The BOSP Saturday Club is run out of the Pioneer School in Basildon with all its fantastic facilities. Aimed at children and young
people aged 4 years+. Activities include sensory rooms and garden, interactive soft play room, craft, bouncy castles and an
adventure playground. As well as core activities, each session has a specific theme, such as our Emergency Services Day, where
the children get to sit in a fire engine. Most will also have the opportunity to go swimming in the hydrotherapy pool where our
trained lifeguards, for the disabled, ensure that the environment caters for the individuals with music and lighting. BOSP also
hires highly qualified outside therapists and teachers to provide therapeutic music, dance and sport. The children and young
people also have the opportunity to try their hand at cooking and messy play.
COME AND SWIM: 1.30pm to 2.45pm (1 hour 15 minutes) Saturdays and holidays at the Pioneer School, Basildon
Come and Swim enables children to experience swimming in a hydrotherapy pool with their peers, whilst BOSP families get the
opportunity to discuss issues that may be of concern with our Family Liaison Worker, such as assessments, schooling, respite
and transition from child to adult services.
BOSP LET’S CONNECT CLUB: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) Out & About - various venues
‘Let’s Connect’ is our transition club aimed at young people aged 15+, enabling young people to meet and socialise with their
friends in the community. The staff who work alongside the young people are regarded more as peers than carers which helps
to foster the young people’s social and communication skills, allowing them to practise life skills, such as handling money,
decision making or road safety. Events include: Spy Mission Treasure Trail & Pizza lunch, Basildon Sporting Village Climbing Wall
& lunch, Crazy Golf & Picnic.
BOSP BOUNCE: 7.00pm to 8.00pm (1 hour) Tuesdays and Wednesdays at Wickford Trampoline Club
Our trampoline clubs are aimed at children and young people aged 8+ are a great opportunity to have fun with friends and
increase confidence, fitness and muscle strength. Although BOSP staff will be on hand to support along with the disability
coach, parents or carers will be required to stay on site for this particular club. However, this is a great opportunity to see your
young person’s new skills in action.
CHILL ZONE: Saturdays and Sundays at various times and venues.
Chill Zone is Out & About activities for young people 18+ aimed at promoting independence through decision making, social
skills and travel. Activities include Adventure Island, Foot Golf, bowling, theatre trips, clubbing and meals out in restaurants.
The young people will often make use of public transport, while fully supported by BOSP staff. The young people are
encouraged to be as independent as they can possibly be.
BOSP HOLIDAY CLUB/OUT & ABOUT: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at the Pioneer School/various venues
In order to provide our children and young people with the consistency they need, we mainly use the Pioneer School as our base
for our Holiday Clubs and Out & About trips (pick up and collection points may vary depending on the outing). BOSP aims to
provide a wide range of stimulating activities during the holiday periods. This is achieved by bringing in experts from different
fields to deliver diverse and exciting activities while maintaining our usual Saturday Club favourites such as arts & crafts,
swimming, cooking and sports. Recent special events at sessions include dance workshops, pet therapy, puppet shows, football
coaching and many more.
WHIZZY WOODLAND AWAYDAYS: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at the Thriftwood Scout Camp, Brentwood
Children and young people get the opportunity to try exciting inclusive activities such as water zorbing, kayaking, wall climbing,
trikes, woodland walks, sensory sessions and craft in a wonderful woodland setting during Summer, Easter, Christmas and some
half term holidays.

Visit our website at www.bosp.co.uk where you can find the schedules and costs for all of our sessions
(if you are concerned about payment for sessions, please call The BOSP Office)

