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BOSP Open Day& AGM
15th October 2016

Whizzy Woodland Away Days

It is anticipated that this service will be of great
support to many of BOSP’s families, not just at
weekends and during the school holidays, but
throughout the year.

well equipped marquee with solid flooring,
power, lighting and with kitchen facilities. So,
regardless of the weather or the support needs
of your child/young person, you can be assured
they will have lots of fun!

We’re thrilled to announce that this year we will
have use of the ‘Tented Village’ at the Whizzy
As we shall be celebrating our Anniversary and Woodland Away Days at Thriftwood, in
longevity this year, it felt appropriate to announce Brentwood, during August this year.
an exciting new service that BOSP has been Thanks to funding from BBC Children In Need,
developing, thanks to funding from the Cabinet everyone attending can enjoy a multitude of
Office via the Big Lottery Sustainability fund.
activities both outside and under cover in a large,

If you would like to be the first to find out about
how BOSP could further help you and your family,
or you would like the opportunity to talk to staff
face-to-face to find out more about our existing
services on offer, please call to reserve your place
at this informal event.

This special holiday club runs from Monday 22nd
August to Friday 2nd September. Activities will
include archery, climbing wall, nature walks,
water roller, woodland art, circus skills, rafting,
cat-a-splat, geo-catching and BBQ’s. Please call
The BOSP Office for
Or perhaps you are a SEND professional and would more details.
like to find out about how we can work together to
provide a continuity of support to families; if so,
you would be most welcome to join us.
Venue: Queen’s Park Community Church, Queen’s
Park Avenue, Billericay, CM12 0GP. From 11.00am
to 2.00pm. The venue is accessible and there is
plenty of parking. The BOSP mini-bus will be
parked outside, so we will be easy to spot!

Come and Swim
@ Brighter
Opportunities
through

@
BOSPEssex

New BOSP Come & Swim sessions are available on Saturdays
and during the school holidays at the Pioneer School. The
children and young people take part in a hydrotherapy swim session with a team
of staff members and a trained lifeguard for the disabled, while parents and
carers can make use of the refreshments and have the opportunity to speak with our Family Liaison
Manager about our services and support throughout transition. For these particular sessions, we will
require parents and carers to stay on site and be responsible for all medical, behavioural and changing
needs for their child or young person.
Just some of the feedback from parents following the first session;
“What a great idea! As my child is getting older I’m finding that the friendship groups I had when they
were younger are growing apart so I don’t get as many opportunities to socialise with other parents”
“Thank you for your time and support, we will definitely be back for more sessions over the summer!”
“It is great to be able to see your child having so much fun in the water!”
With the additional warmth a Hydrotherapy pool provides, this type of exercise can help strengthen
muscles and improve the range of movement a child/young person has. Let’s not forget that splashing
about in water with your friends is so much fun too!
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Our wonderfully colourful, cuddly & glittery handmade
knitted hedgehogs will be available to buy at BOSP events
throughout the year, or direct from the BOSP office. At just
£7.50 each they’re guaranteed to bring a smile to anyone’s
face. Thanks Maureen for all your hard work making them.
All proceeds go to BOSP
Thanks to the hardwork also
of students from Brentwood
County High during their
‘Community Day’ we have
more Travelling softie BOSP
Stars available to purchase for
just £7.50. All proceeds to
BOSP, so why not treat
yourself and see how
far you can get the star
to travel!

The David Solomons Charitable Trust recently made a
donation to BOSP.
Very generous...thank you very much indeed!

A big thanks to the Peter
Harrison Foundation for their
very kind grant which will go
towards BOSP’s Hydrotherapy
Swimming!

Well done to everyone who took
part in the BOSP Stars Nuclear
Mud Run on Sat 14th May.
Magnificent determination shown
by all to get round the course.
Hope you’ve all washed behind
your ears since then!! £556 was
raised. Thanks folks!

In just over five hours on Sunday 24th
April, Karen Lewis completed the London
Marathon on behalf of BOSP. Thank you to everyone who
supported Karen with donations and cheers...she raised a
staggering £1,345!!! Massive thanks of course to Karen herself;
an amazing achievement for which we’re incredibly grateful
Thank you Boshier-Hinton Foundation for also
sponsoring our Hydrotherapy Swimming for
the year, alongside Peter Harrison, enabling us
to continue with this essential activity

Thank you to everyone who came along
to support us at the
Billericay Fun Walk we managed to raise
£600 towards
services!

We’re singing the praises of
Ingatestone Musical &
Operatic Group for raising
over £200 from their
production of the Mikado at
the beginning of
May...bravo!!

A big thank you
to Fay and all of
the customers
from Pussies
Galore Cattery
in Hutton for
kindly raising
£91 through
donations in the
BOSP collection
tin

Thank you
Rotary Club of
Billericay for the
kind donation to
BOSP of £100

Thank you to
Maypole Charity
Fund for their
grant...everyone
at BOSP is very
grateful indeed

We had a great time on our
stall at the June Strawberry
Fair in Shenfield. It was
lovely to see so many
people out and about at this
local event. Thanks to
everyone who volunteered
and supported us that day,
enabling us to raise £336!

BOSP received £260 from
the recent Community
Matters Scheme - thank you
for your votes everyone!

Huge thanks to Comic
Relief for their kind
grant – it really does
make a huge
difference to us here
at BOSP

Billericay Cinema came to the
rescue recently when they raised
£147 towards repairing our mini-bus
that was vandalised - huge thank you
to all who donated!

Dates for your Diary!
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BOSP relies on the generosity of the community and charitable trust funding to enable us to heavily subsidise the short
break care activities we deliver. If you would like to help us raise much needed funds, here are some more ways to get involved. Big or small, all support helps - Thank you for your interest!
Sat 23rd July

Basildon & Pitsea Carnival - 11.30am to 6.00pm - Northlands Park, Pitsea, Basildon. BOSP have
been chosen along with 1st response to be the Carnival’s Charity of the Year. So please come
and join us on the day to help celebrate and raise valuable funds for BOSP. Perhaps you would like
to cheer on the BOSP procession or perhaps you would like to volunteer and help us run our
tombola stall or hold a fundraising bucket. It is sure to be a lovely day, with a variety of stalls,
music and fair ground rides. Donations of prizes for our stall on the day would be gratefully
received i.e. sweets, toiletries or toys week commencing 23rd July.

Sun 4th September

Bell Boat Racing - Chelmsford Canoe Club in aid of BOSP.
10.00am registration for a 10.30 start. A huge thank you to Barry,
Jan and the team at the Rotary Club of Billericay Mayflower for
organising this brilliant event once again. All you need is a team of
8 and a sense of humour - no experience necessary! £80 per team
(just £10 per person). Please call The BOSP office on 01277
624300 if you would like to bring along a team or would like to be
part of one!

Sat 10th September

BOSP’s 25th Anniversary Charity Ball - Three Rivers Country Club, Cold Norton. Please help us
celebrate BOSP’s longevity and the essential support we have provided for 25 years in the
community by joining us for a fun and glamorous evening at this beautiful venue. £40 per ticket to
include: Prosecco drinks reception with live music from Saxophonist, Danielle Hemmings; delicious
3 course meal; tea & coffee followed by live singer Sophia James, Auction (West Ham Fans will be
particularly excited by this!), raffle and dancing. Dress code: Smart Evening or Black Tie. Round
tables can be for either 6, 8 or 10 people. Bring your partner, friends, family or why not make it a
girls night out! £10 deposit pp to reserve your place. We have sold nearly 200 tickets, so please
call The BOSP Office on 01277 624300 to purchase tickets, to avoid disappointment.

Sat 15th October

BOSP Open Day & AGM - Queen’s Park Community Church, Queen’s Park Avenue, Billericay, Essex
CM12 0GP from 11.00am to 2.00pm . Come and meet the team and find out more about our
exciting and vital new service. There will be the opportunity to discuss the needs of your child with
a member of staff, our activity care options, as well as find out about volunteering and work
opportunities at BOSP. Light refreshments will be available throughout the event. Please call The
BOSP Office to book your place.

Sat 12th November

Bubble Football - Come and help raise vital funds for BOSP at this
hilarious event that is sure to put a smile on your face. The event
will take place at James Hornsby School, Laindon at 1.00pm. We
need teams of 5 players (no football experience necessary). You
will be encased in an apple shaped inflatable that has a large hole
top and bottom, whilst trying to kick the ball into the opposing
teams’ net! Only £15 per person. Ages 8+. Refreshments will be
available on the day along with a BOSP Raffle. Please call The
BOSP Office to secure your place.

Sun 4th December

Billericay Christmas Market - Once again BOSP will be holding a stall in Billericay High Street.
Please support us on the day or perhaps you can volunteer for an hour or two at this fun social
event?

Activities & Services

Newsletter

The BOSP Office, Union House, Suite 2C, 117 High Street, Billericay, Essex CM12 9AH
Telephone: 01277 624300 Email: enquiries@bosp.co.uk Website: www.bosp.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1107392 Company No. 5284004
Brighter Opportunities through Supported Play is a registered charity (1107392) which offers support to families by
providing short break care for their children and young people with learning and physical disabilities
BOSP offers regular clubs at evenings, weekends and school holidays providing fun and exciting activities with social
opportunities for children and young people with disabilities aged 4 years and upwards. BOSP aims to develop the
children and young people’s independence, self-esteem and social skills in a supportive environment. BOSP has a high
staff ratio so that medical and behavioural needs can be met.
BOSP services are open to all children and young people with any disability. If you would like further information on BOSP
services please telephone 01277 624300, email: enquiries@bosp.co.uk or visit our website: www.bosp.co.uk
BOSP SATURDAY CLUB: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at The Pioneer School, Basildon
The BOSP Saturday Club is run out of the Pioneer School in Basildon with all its fantastic facilities. Each Saturday every child
and young person attending has the opportunity to go swimming in the hydrotherapy pool where our trained lifeguards, for
the disabled, ensure that the environment caters for the individuals with music and lighting. The interactive soft play room
and the adventure playground are extremely popular with our more active children who enjoy burning off excess energy with
their Support Workers. BOSP also hires highly qualified outside trainers to provide therapeutic trampolining and sports
coaching. The children and young people have the opportunity to try their hand at cooking, arts and crafts and messy play.
COME AND SWIM: Saturdays and holidays at the Pioneer School, Basildon
Come and Swim enables children to experience swimming in a hydrotherapy pool with their peers, whilst BOSP families get
the opportunity to discuss issues that may be of concern with our Family Liaison Manager, such as assessments, schooling,
respite and transition from child to adult services.
BOSP LET’S GO CLUB: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) Out & About and at The Pioneer School, Basildon
‘Let’s Go’ is aimed at young people aged 11+ to facilitate the transition between the security of the Pioneer School, Out &
About activities and Chill Zone. The Pioneer School lies within close reach of the Festival Leisure Park and Basildon Town
Centre, both of which provide greater opportunities to encourage independence and life skills in the local community while
supporting the young person’s personal development. The group spend the morning enjoying social activities such as
bowling, climbing wall or the cinema. This allows the young people to practise life skills, such as handling money, turn taking
or road safety. The youngsters return to the Pioneer School for the afternoon session where they can enjoy other activities
and catch up with their friends.
BIG BOSP CLUB: Thursdays 6.30pm to 9.00pm (2.5 hours) in Billericay
Big BOSP is our transition Youth Club aimed at young people aged 11+. The club runs on Thursday evenings in Billericay. The
relaxed atmosphere allows the young people to meet and socialise with their friends. The staff who work alongside the
young people are regarded more as peers than carers which helps to foster the young people’s social and communication
skills. There are a range of activities on offer, such as snooker, karaoke, computers, cooking and running their own tuck shop.
The young people are encouraged to develop their independence and communication skills by choosing and ordering food
and snacks to share together. They even have to do the washing up!
CHILL ZONE: Saturdays and Sundays at various times and venues.
Chill Zone is Out & About activities for young people 18+ aimed at promoting independence through decision making, social
skills and travel. Activities include Adventure Island, days out to London, bowling, theatre trips, clubbing and meals out in
restaurants. The young people will often make use of public transport, while fully supported by BOSP staff. The young
people are encouraged to be as independent as they can possibly be.
BOSP HOLIDAY CLUB/OUT & ABOUT: 10.00am to 3.30pm (5.5 hours) at The Pioneer School/various venues
In order to provide our children and young people with the consistency they need, we use the Pioneer School as our base for
our Holiday Clubs and Out & About trips (pick up and collection points may vary depending on the outing). BOSP aims to
provide a wide range of stimulating activities during the holiday periods. This is achieved by bringing in experts from
different fields to deliver diverse and exciting activities while maintaining our usual Saturday Club favourites such as arts &
crafts, swimming, cooking and sports. Recent special events at sessions include dance workshops, pet therapy, puppet
shows, football coaching and many more as well as two weeks of activities at Thriftwood Scout Camp in Brentwood each
summer.

Visit our website at www.bosp.co.uk where you can find timetables and costs for all of our sessions!

